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Dear Families 
 
As we move into October, this week’s Friday Flyer is packed with important information, opportunities and 
reminders for the weeks ahead. 
 
One of our key events next week is our Harvest Festival on Tuesday, where we will come together to celebrate 
the values of generosity, gratitude and community. Once again, we will be supporting our local Food Bank and 
would be incredibly grateful for any non-perishable donations. Every contribution, no matter how small, helps 
support local families who may be experiencing difficult times. 
  
You will also find details of our forthcoming Open Day on Monday 12th October. We are incredibly proud of our 
school and would be delighted to welcome prospective families to see all that Midhurst Primary has to offer. As a 
one-form entry school with no mixed-age classes, we are able to provide a personalised learning experience 
where every child is known, valued and encouraged to flourish. I would be very grateful if you could help spread 
the word by sharing our Open Day information with friends, neighbours and colleagues who may be considering 
school places for their children.  
 
This edition also contains important information about school photographs, including how to arrange sibling 
photographs, together with an article explaining Benedict's Law and our approach to being a nut-aware school. 
The safety and wellbeing of every child remains our highest priority, and I would encourage all families to take a 
moment to read this information carefully, particularly the reminder about keeping us updated with any changes 
to your child's health or allergy needs.  
 
There are also updates from our wonderful support teams, including details of the Midhurst and Villages Family 
Support Group and our upcoming Coffee and Croissant Morning with Mrs Chance and Mrs Mullen. These 
sessions provide valuable opportunities for parents and carers to seek advice, ask questions and connect with 
others within our school community.  
 
You will also find information about our updated Learning for Life curriculum, alongside details of local 
opportunities such as the Cowdray Run the Seasons series, which offers a fantastic chance for children to get 
involved in physical activity outside of school.  
 
Finally, I would like to congratulate all of our pupils on this week's fantastic attendance of 95.5%, exceeding our 
school target. A special well done goes to Birch Class, who were our attendance champions with an impressive 
99.1%. Thank you for your continued support in ensuring children are in school every day and ready to learn. 
 

Mark 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL AND FOOD BANK COLLECTION On Tuesday next week, we will be coming together as a 
school community to celebrate our annual Harvest Festival. Harvest is a wonderful opportunity for us to reflect on 
how fortunate we are and to think about those in our local community who may be facing difficult circumstances. 
 
Once again, we are proud to be supporting our local Food Bank through a harvest collection. Food banks provide 
vital support to individuals and families who are struggling, and donations from our school community can make a 
real difference to the lives of others. 
 
We would be very grateful if children could bring any donations into school via their class before our Harvest 
Festival celebration. Please ensure that any items donated are non-perishable, meaning they have a long shelf life 
and do not require refrigeration. Examples include tinned foods, pasta, rice, cereals, tea, coffee, long-life milk, 
biscuits and other cupboard essentials. 
 
Thank you for your continued generosity and support. We know that, as always, the Midhurst Primary School 
community will come together to help those in need and demonstrate our shared values of kindness, compassion 
and service to others. 
 

 
 
OPEN DAY 2026 – HELP US SPREAD THE WORD We are delighted to announce that we will be opening our doors 
on Monday 12th October, with tours and visits available between 9.00am-11.00am and 4.00pm-6.00pm. 
Choosing a school for your child is one of the most important decisions a family will make, and we would love the 
opportunity to show prospective parents what makes Midhurst Primary such a special place to learn, grow and 
belong. 
 
As many of you know, we are proud to be a truly inclusive school where every child is known, valued and 
supported to achieve their very best. We work hard to ensure that every member of our school community feels 
welcomed, respected and able to flourish. 
 
One of our greatest strengths is that we are a one-form entry school, meaning we have one class per year group 
and no mixed-age classes. This allows children to learn alongside peers of the same age and enables staff to 
provide a curriculum carefully tailored to each year group's needs, helping every child reach their full potential. 
 
We are also incredibly proud of the feedback we receive from visitors and inspectors, who recognise our nurturing 
ethos, strong relationships and commitment to ensuring that children feel safe, happy and ready to learn. Above 
all, we are a school at the heart of the community, where families, staff and pupils work together to create an 
environment in which children thrive. 
 
Alongside excellent teaching and learning opportunities, we also offer a range of free sports clubs and enrichment 
activities, ensuring that all children have opportunities to develop new skills, build confidence and discover their 
passions beyond the classroom. 
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Can You Help? Many of our current families are our best ambassadors. If you know families with children due to 
start school, families moving into the area, or anyone considering their school options, we would be grateful if you 
could let them know about our Open Day. 

Please also take a moment to share the Open Day poster included further down this flyer through your social 
media channels, local groups, workplaces, community noticeboards or with friends and family who may be 
interested. 
Thank you for your continued support. The strongest recommendation any school can receive comes from its 
families, and we are incredibly proud of the wonderful community we have built together. 
We look forward to welcoming prospective families on Monday 12th October and showing them everything that 
makes Midhurst Primary School such a fantastic place for children to learn, flourish and succeed. 

Open Day Monday 12th October 

 9.00am-11.00am 
4.00pm-6.00pm 

Everyone is welcome, and children are encouraged to attend too as we know how important this decision is 
for the whole family. 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS - FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER 2026 We are pleased to let parents know that Smile Yellow 
Photography will be visiting school on Friday 9 October 2026 to take individual school photographs of all pupils. 

Following feedback from parents, we are delighted that there will also be an opportunity for siblings who attend 
our school to have a special family photograph taken together on the day. 

To enable sibling photographs to take place, parents must complete Smile Yellow's online Sibling Request 
Form. Unfortunately, sibling photographs cannot be guaranteed unless a request has been submitted directly to 
the photography company. 

How to Request a Sibling Photograph 

1. Visit: http://www.smileyellow.com/sibling 
2. Enter the school password: mid091026 
3. Complete the online request form. 

Important Information 

• School Photo Day: Friday 9 October 2026 
• Password: mid091026 
• Closing Date for Requests: Midnight on Friday 2 October 2026 

Please ensure that your request is submitted before the closing date, as the photographer will use the information 
received to organise sibling photographs on the day. 

We look forward to seeing lots of smiling faces on photo day! 

ALLERGY AWARENESS AND BENEDICT’S LAW: KEEPING EVERY CHILD SAFE You may have heard about Benedict’s 
Law; a new set of allergy safety requirements being introduced in schools across England. Named in memory of 
Benedict Blythe, a five-year-old boy who tragically died following an anaphylactic reaction at school, the new 
guidance aims to improve allergy awareness, prevention and emergency response in all schools. 

http://www.smileyellow.com/sibling
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At Midhurst Primary School, the safety and wellbeing of all children is our highest priority. We welcome the new 
guidance and are continuing to strengthen our allergy procedures to ensure that every child can learn, play and 
thrive in a safe environment. 
 
What does this mean for our school? 
Under the new guidance, schools are expected to: 

• Have a clear allergy safety policy. 
• Ensure staff receive allergy awareness and emergency response training. 
• Maintain individual healthcare plans for children with severe allergies. 
• Keep emergency adrenaline auto-injectors (AAIs) available on site. 
• Record and learn from allergy incidents and near misses.  

 
From “Nut Free” to “Allergy Aware” 
One of the key messages within the new guidance is that schools should focus on being allergy aware rather than 
describing themselves as completely nut free. 
 
While we will continue to do everything reasonably possible to minimise the presence of nuts in school, it is 
impossible to guarantee that any environment is entirely nut free. Food packaging can change, products can 
contain unexpected ingredients, and foods brought from home may inadvertently contain traces of nuts. For this 
reason, national guidance encourages schools to adopt a realistic and vigilant nut aware approach.  
 
What does “Allergy Aware” mean? 
Being a nut aware school means that: 

• We ask families not to send nuts or nut-containing products into school. 
• Staff remain vigilant about potential allergens in classrooms, during events and on educational visits. 
• Children are taught about allergy awareness and the importance of keeping one another safe. 
• We work closely with parents of pupils who have allergies to ensure appropriate care plans are in place. 
• Staff are trained to recognise and respond quickly to allergic reactions and anaphylaxis. 

 
How Parents Can Help 
You can play an important part in keeping all children safe by: 

• Checking lunchbox items carefully before sending them to school. 
• Avoiding products that contain nuts where possible. 
• Informing the school promptly of any diagnosed allergies or changes to your child's medical needs. 
• Helping your child understand why it is important not to share food with others. 
• Naming your child’s lunch box and water bottle 

 
Working Together 
We know that managing allergies is a shared responsibility. By working together as a school community, we can 
create an environment where children with allergies feel safe, included and supported, while helping all pupils 
develop understanding, kindness and respect for one another's needs. 
 
Keeping Us Updated 
A vital part of keeping children safe is ensuring that the school has the most up-to-date information about their 
health needs. We kindly ask all parents and carers to notify us promptly of any new diagnoses, changes to 
allergies, updates to medication, or any other health-related information that may affect their child during the 
school day. 
 
Medical needs can change over time, and even seemingly small updates can be important in helping us provide 
the right support and respond effectively in an emergency. Whether your child develops a new allergy, has 
changes to an existing care plan, is prescribed new medication, or experiences any significant change in their 
health, please let the school office know as soon as possible. 
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By working together and keeping communication open, we can ensure that every child receives the care, support 
and protection they need to be safe, happy and successful at school. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in helping us safeguard all members of our school community. 
   
COME ALONG TO OUR MIDHURST AND VILLAGES FAMILY SUPPORT 
GROUP We meet every other Friday at The Grange, Midhurst. This is a 
great opportunity to ask questions, seek advice and chat with Mrs 
Mullen (Kirstan) and Stacey McGuiness (Family Support Worker), as well 
as meet other parents and carers from our local community. 
 
The group is free to attend, and pre-school-aged children are very 
welcome. 
 
We will also be inviting guest speakers throughout the year and would 
love your suggestions about who you would like us to invite. 
 
This group is not just for families from our school. We welcome parents 
and carers from other schools in the community too, so if you have a 
friend whose children do not attend MPS, please bring them along and 
help spread the word. 
Your support is always valued and very much appreciated. If you have 
knowledge, skills or experiences that you would like to share with the 
group, please let us know. 
 
Next Meeting -  
 
Friday 2 October 
1.30pm to 3.00pm 
The Grange, Midhurst 
 
P.S. Our Toddler Group continues to run at school on the Fridays when we are not meeting at The Grange. You are 
very welcome to join us there too. 
 
Why not make Friday afternoons your regular time to connect with us and other local parents, whether that is at 
school or at The Grange? 
 
We look forward to seeing you soon!         Mrs Mullen 
 
COFFEE & CROISSANT MORNING Mrs Chance, our Special Education Needs Coordinator, and Mrs Mullen, our 
Family Liaison Officer. are holding their half termly coffee and croissant morning on Monday 12th October 
between 9 – 10am after morning drop off in the school hall. If you would like to pop in for an informal chat or just 
share a coffee and croissant, they would be very pleased to see you 
 
LEARNING FOR LIFE Following our consultation with parents in the summer term regarding our updated 
Relationships, Health and Wellbeing Education (RSHE) curriculum, please find below an updated curriculum map. 
Our Learning for Life curriculum strengthens children’s safety, wellbeing and understanding of healthy 
relationships, while remaining fully age‑appropriate and sensitive to children’s needs. We have created parent 
cards for each of the topics covered and these will be sent out at the beginning of every half term via email so that 
you can see the content that will be covered in Learning for Life lessons. If you have any questions or concerns 
about the content, please direct these initially to the class teacher. 
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Cowdray run a series called Run the Seasons and the junior element is really popular now. This series they are 
running a 3km junior race on all 4 dates and there will be an overall series trophy for the top school or club and 
individual awards.  If you wish to enter, below is a 10% discount code. Don't forget to put MPS for your team.  
 

10% discount code - VQ8JAHGUV9 

Dates 
Cowdray 'Autumn' Run | Sat 10th October 2026 (to coincide with Apple Day) Starts from 9:05am 
Cowdray 'Winter' Night Run | Sat 23rd Jan 2027 (to coincide with Burns Night) Starts from 5:15 pm 
Cowdray 'Spring' Run | Sat 10th April 2027 (to coincide with Cowdray Cheese Festival) Starts from 9:15am 
Cowdray 'Summer' Run BBQ & Finale | Friday 25th June 2027 Starts from 7:00pm 
 

The entry link is: 

Results Base - Cowdray Estate Trail Run Series 2026/2027 

Or if you Google 'Cowdray run the seasons 2026/7' this should take you to the entries page.  

Mrs. Alden  

 
 
 
 
  

https://resultsbase.net/event/7878
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ATTENDANCE 
 
 

 

 
Our attendance this week is 95.5% - .5% above our target of 95%. 

 
ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS 

And a huge congratulations to Birch Class our attendance champions this week with 99.1% that’s two weeks in a 
row! Well Birch Class! 
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DIARY DATES  
  
  
  

 

 
PE TIMETABLE  

 
Class PE DAY 

Acorns Tuesday & Friday 
Birch Tuesday & Thursday 
Hazel Monday & Tuesday 
Maple Tuesday & Thursday 
Beech Monday & Wednesday 
Pine Wednesday & Friday 
Oak Wednesday & Friday 

 

Date Event/Activity Details 

Monday 5th October Little woods Birch class group 1 
Hockey Club 

Please bring kit 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Tuesday 6th October Harvest Festival assembly in school 
CM Sports Football club 

Drama Club 

 
3.30 – 4.30pm 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 7th October Forest School – Beech class group 1 Please bring kit 

Thursday 8th October ‘Hello Yellow’ day 
Swimming - Beech class 

Cheerleading Club 

More information to follow soon 
 

3.30 – 4.30pm 
Friday 9th October School Photos – Individual 

Football tournament at MRC 
Forest School – Oak class group 1 

Cross country club 
Netball club 

Smart uniform please 
By invite only – letter to follow 

Please bring kit 
3.30 – 4.15pm 
3.30 -  4.15pm 

Monday 12th October Open morning 
Coffee & Croissant morning 

Little woods Birch class group 1 
Hockey Club 

Open evening 

9 – 10.45am 
9 – 10am 

Please bring kit 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

4 – 6pm 
Tuesday 13th October CM Sports Football club 

Drama Club 
SEN Parents evening 

3.30 - 4.30pm 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

By appointment only 
Wednesday 14th October Forest School – Beech class group 1 Please bring kit 

Thursday 15th October Swimming – Beech class 
Cheerleading Club 

PTA AGM 

Please bring swimming kit 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

6pm 
Friday 16th October Forest School – Oak class group 1 

Cross country club 
Netball club 

Please bring kit 
3.30 – 4.15pm 
3.30 -  4.15pm 
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