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Dear Families 

What a wonderful week it has been as we complete our first full week of the new academic year. It has been a real 
pleasure to see the children settled back into school routines so quickly, approaching their learning with 
enthusiasm, positivity and determination. Classrooms have been busy, purposeful places and there is already a 
real sense of ambition and excitement for the year ahead. 

As always, our weekly flyer gives a snapshot of the many things happening across our school community. In this 
edition you can read about some fantastic pupil achievements, important updates for parents and developments 
in school life. I would encourage you to take a few moments to read through everything and celebrate the many 
successes of our children. 

You will also see an article explaining our updated expectations regarding water bottles in Key Stage 2. Keeping 
children healthy and hydrated remains incredibly important, but we also want to ensure that learning time is used 
as effectively as possible. This small adjustment will help us maintain calm, focused classrooms where every child 
can thrive and achieve their best. 

For those families who are new to our school community, you will also find details of this week's attendance 
figures in the flyer. Attendance is something we monitor closely, with a whole-school target of 95% or above. 
Good attendance is one of the most significant factors in a child's success at school. Children who attend regularly 
benefit from uninterrupted learning, stronger relationships with their peers and teachers, greater confidence and 
better outcomes academically and socially. Every day in school really does matter, and we greatly appreciate the 
support that parents and carers provide in helping children attend school regularly and on time. 

Looking ahead, our Year 6 pupils will be taking part in Bikeability training next week. This is always a valuable 
experience that helps children develop confidence, independence and essential road safety skills as they prepare 
for the next stage of their education. We are very grateful to the instructors who will be working with our children, 
and we know our Year 6 pupils will represent the school brilliantly throughout the programme. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. The successful start we have enjoyed this term is only 
possible because of the strong relationship between home and school. We are excited for the weeks ahead and for 
all the opportunities, experiences and achievements that await our pupils. 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 

Mark 
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LEARNING FOR LIFE Following our consultation with parents in the summer term regarding our updated 
Relationships, Health and Wellbeing Education (RSHE) curriculum, please find below an updated curriculum map. 
Our Learning for Life curriculum strengthens children’s safety, wellbeing and understanding of healthy 
relationships, while remaining fully age‑appropriate and sensitive to children’s needs. We have created parent 
cards for each of the topics covered and these will be sent out at the beginning of every half term via email so that 
you can see the content that will be covered in Learning for Life lessons. If you have any questions or concerns 
about the content, please direct these initially to the class teacher. 
 

 
WATER BOTTLES AND LEARNING IN KEY STAGE 2 At our school, we want every child to be happy, healthy and 
ready to learn. An important part of this is ensuring that children stay well hydrated throughout the day, which is 
why all pupils are encouraged to bring a water bottle to school. 
 
Recently, we have noticed that an increasing number of Key Stage 2 pupils are leaving their seats repeatedly 
during lessons to access their water bottles. While access to water is important, frequent movement around the 
classroom can cause unnecessary interruptions to learning, affect concentration and distract other children. 
 
To support both hydration and learning, we will be introducing a simple expectation in Key Stage 2: 
 
Water bottles should remain on pupils' desks during lessons. 
 
This means that children can take a drink whenever they need one while remaining engaged in their learning, 
without needing to get up and move around the classroom. We believe this strikes the right balance between 
promoting healthy hydration habits and maximising valuable learning time. 
 
To help make this arrangement successful, we ask parents and carers to ensure that water bottles brought to 
school have a secure drinking spout, straw or tube that can be safely closed. This will help prevent leaks and spills 
around children's books, equipment and classroom technology. 
 
As with all of our expectations, this change is designed to help create calm, purposeful classrooms where children 
can focus, thrive and achieve their very best. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
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FOREST SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Our Forest School sessions are a valuable part of school life, giving 
children the opportunity to learn, explore, and develop confidence in the great outdoors. As our Forest School 
programme continues to grow and thrive, we would greatly appreciate some extra volunteer support with our Big 
Woods sessions (Year 2 and above). These sessions will be on a Wednesday and Friday afternoon. We leave school 
at 12.45 and are back by the end of the day. 
 
Whether you can help regularly or just on a one-off basis, we would be incredibly grateful for your support. You do 
not need any special skills or experience, just a willingness to get outdoors and support our children as they learn 
and play in nature. 
 
If you are able to help, even occasionally, please contact the school office for more information. Your time and 
support can make a real difference and help ensure that our Forest School sessions continue to thrive. Thank you, 
Mrs Alden. 
 
MIDHURST MILERS’ SUCCESS! We are delighted to celebrate the achievements of several of our pupils who 
recently took part in the Midhurst Milers Mini Backyard Ultra Challenge on Saturday 5th September. The event 
challenged 43 young runners to complete up to 10 miles, running one mile every 20 minutes, with the time 
available reducing after each lap. In the warm September sunshine, all participants showed fantastic 
determination, resilience and perseverance. 
 
A special congratulations goes to Theo Phillips, who completed an impressive 4 miles, and Baxter Phillips, who 
achieved the remarkable feat of completing the full 10-mile challenge. We would also like to congratulate Eddie 
Lillywhite-Iredale, who took part and performed brilliantly throughout the event. 
 
We are incredibly proud of all three pupils for representing themselves so positively and demonstrating such 
commitment and stamina. Well done to everyone involved! 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 

 
 

Our attendance this week is 95.9% - just above our target of 95%! 
 

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS 
And a huge congratulations to Birch Class our attendance champions this week with 99.6% 
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DIARY DATES  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
PE TIMETABLE  

 
Class PE DAY 
Acorns Tuesday & Friday 
Birch Tuesday & Thursday 
Hazel Monday & Tuesday 
Maple Tuesday & Thursday 
Beech Monday & Wednesday 
Pine Wednesday & Friday 
Oak Wednesday & Friday 

 

Date  Event/Activity  Details  

Monday 14th September Bikeability for Oak class All week 

Tuesday 15th September CM Sports Football club 
Drama Club 

3.30 - 4.30pm 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 16th 
September 

Forest School – Beech class group 1 Please bring kit 

Thursday 17th 
September 

Swimming – Beech class 
Cheerleading Club 

Please bring swimming kit 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Friday 18th September Forest School – Oak class group 1 Please bring kit 

Monday 21st September   

Tuesday 22nd September Oak class River trip 
CM Sports Football club 
Drama Club 

More info to follow 
3.30 – 4.30pm 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 23rd 
September 

Forest School – Beech class group 1 Please bring kit 

Thursday 24th September No Swimming this week for Beech class 
Acorn class trip to Goodwood Farm 
Cheerleading Club 

 
See separate letter for more info 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Friday 25th September Birch class trip to Amberley Museum 
Forest School – Oak class group 1 

See separate letter for more info 
Please bring kit 
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