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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This afternoon, I had the absolute pleasure of taking eight of our Year 6 children—Isla, Molly, Gabi, Lucy, Lily, 
Oliver, Ella and Taylor—to Pendean for what turned out to be a truly unforgettable visit. We spent the 
afternoon simply chatting with the residents, sharing stories, laughter, and a surprising number of connections 
across the generations. 
 
Almost immediately, the children made new friends—none more remarkable than Lillian, who at 99 years old is 
about to celebrate her 100th birthday. The children were captivated as she reminisced about her childhood in 
Elephant and Castle during the Blitz. They listened with wide‑eyed fascination as she described bombings, 
blackouts, and the sheer resilience of families trying to stay safe. Rationing, a concept they’ve only ever heard 
about in lessons, suddenly became real as she shared how precious everyday items once were, and what it 
meant to “make do” during the war. 
 
Watching the children lean in, ask thoughtful questions, and respond with genuine interest reminded me—yet 
again—of how polite, mature, and empathetic they truly are. They weren’t just listening; they were learning, 
connecting, and showing a level of kindness and curiosity that made me incredibly proud. 
 
Our reminiscence project isn’t just an educational activity—it’s a meaningful bridge between generations. 
These conversations help keep memories alive; honour lived experiences and give our children something they 
can’t get from textbooks: a human story. 
 
For the residents, these afternoons offer companionship, stimulation, and the joy of being heard. For the 
children, they offer perspective, empathy, and new friendships that broaden their understanding of the world. 
It’s a rare kind of magic—simple, but profoundly important. 
 
As we said our goodbyes, the children were already buzzing with excitement about welcoming our new friends 
to visit us in the coming weeks. More stories, more conversations, and—naturally—cake await us. And if today 
was anything to go by, those moments will be just as meaningful, just as joyful, and just as unforgettable. 
I couldn’t be prouder of how beautifully our children represented our school today. Their warmth, curiosity, 
and respect turned a simple visit into something truly special. And I know this is only the beginning of many 
more shared memories to come. 
 

Mark 
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WORLD BOOK DAY IS CELEBRATED ON THURSDAY 5TH MARCH. READ ON TO FIND OUT HOW WE WILL BE 
CELEBRATING IT! 
 
DRESS UP AS A BOOK CHARACTER! 
We are inviting children to dress up as their favourite book character for the day. Any book character costume, 
however simple, will do. Prizes available. 
 
Date: Thursday 5th March 
 
WHOLE SCHOOL HAT COMPETITION: 
Children will be given a piece of card to create a hat. However, the hat does not necessarily need to be made 
from card.  
You could use many other options to create a hat, we are looking for the best, creative designs. We will enjoy 
watching each class parade around the hall and the teaching staff will select the most creative hats for a prize. 
 
Date: Thursday 5th March 10.25am (Whole School assembly) 
 
ON THE DAY YOUR CHILD WILL RECEIVE THEIR REQUESTED FREE BOOK or TOKEN: 
Your child will come home with either a book which they have selected or else a book token to redeem against 
a book. 
 
THEATRE GROUP VISIT: 
Back by popular demand! 
M & M Theatre group will be performing their adaptation of the Secret Garden to the whole school. As usual, 
the production features brilliant sets and costumes. Year 6 will also take part in a stage workshop. 
Date: Thursday 5th March (in the afternoon). 
 
PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE PTA ON FRIDAY 6TH MARCH. AS WELL AS THE 
RAINBOW RAFFLE THERE WILL BE A PRELOVED BOOK SALE. If you have any spare previously loved books 
your child wishes to pass on, the PTA would love to upcycle them.  
 
A PRICKLY VISIT! 
 

On Wednesday, the school was delighted to welcome Graham Bowring 
from Saint Francis Animal Care – Hedgehog Rescue Centre. This small but 
dedicated centre, located near Petworth, provides care for sick and injured 
hedgehogs with the hope of returning them safely to the wild. As part of 
his voluntary work, Graham regularly visits schools to share his knowledge 
about these much‑loved nocturnal creatures. His visit gave the children not 
only the chance to learn fascinating facts about hedgehogs, but also the 
rare and exciting opportunity to meet a real hedgehog up close. With 
hedgehog populations sadly in serious decline, this may be one of the few 
times that many children will get to observe one in real life. The visit was 
both inspiring and memorable, encouraging everyone to appreciate and 

protect these gentle animals. We are grateful to Graham for his time, enthusiasm, and for bringing a little piece 
of the wild into our school. 
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JOIN US EVERY FRIDAY FOR THE PARENT & TODDLER GROUP! We are 
excited to invite all parents and carers to join our new Parent & Toddler 
Group, held every Friday from 2PM to 3:25PM in the school’s quad. This 
welcoming group is hosted by our qualified ELSA, Mrs. Mullen, and 
offers a fantastic opportunity for families to connect and have fun. Each 
session will feature a variety of engaging activities designed for both 
parents and toddlers to enjoy together. It’s also a great chance to ask 
questions, gain advice, and share experiences in a supportive, friendly 
environment. Whether you’re looking for advice on parenting, new ways 
to engage with your little one, or simply want to meet other parents, this 
group is here for you. Come join the fun and be part of a wonderful 
community! We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Our attendance this week was 94.8% This is 0.2 below our target of 95%.  
 

 

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS! 
 

A huge congratulations to Maple Class, our attendance champions this week with 98% attendance!  
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DIARY DATES 
 

 

 

Date Event/Activity Details 

Monday 2nd March Oak & Pine class – PE today  
Pine Class to Portsmouth Historical 
Dockyard 

Please come in kit 
See letter already sent 

Tuesday 3rd March Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE today 
CM Sports football club 

Please come in kit 
3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 4th March Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE today Please come in kit 

Thursday 5th March Maple & Beech class – PE today 
World Book Day 
M&M Theatre in school  

Please come in kit 
 

Friday 6th March 
 

PTA Rainbow Raffle and second-hand 
book sale. 
Acorns & Birch Class 
Forest School Hazel Class Grp 2 
Little woods – Acorns Grp 1 
Cross Country club 

 
 
 
Please come in kit  
Please bring kit 
3.30 - 4.15pm 

Monday 9th March Oak & Pine class – PE today  Please come in kit 

Tuesday 10th March Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE today 
CM Sports football club 
Parents evening 5-8pm 

Please come in kit 
3.30-4.30pm 
Appointments booked through MCAS 

Wednesday 11th March Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE today 
 

Please come in kit 

Thursday 12th March Maple & Beech class – PE today 
Parents evening 4-7pm 

Please come in kit 
Appointments booked through MCAS 

Friday 13th March Acorns & Birch Class 
Forest School Hazel Class Grp 2 
Little woods – Acorns Grp 1 
Cross Country club 

Please come in kit  
Please bring kit 
Please come in kit 
3.30 – 4.15pm 
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