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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Today the school is bursting with colour as pupils arrive in their brightest non‑uniform outfits—all in support of 
our fantastic PTA and their annual Rainbow Raffle. This cheerful tradition not only brings a wonderful buzz to 
the end of the week but also plays a vital role in raising funds that directly benefit every child in our school. 
 
The Rainbow Raffle is one of the PTA’s biggest fundraising events of the year. Every donation and every ticket 
help enrich school life—from resources and activities to memorable events and learning experiences. 
 
A brilliant example of the PTA’s impact is the upcoming Love and Kindness Disco next Thursday evening. These 
joyful occasions bring our community together and create magical memories, and we can’t wait to see our 
amazing children throwing their best shapes on the dance floor! 
 
Another exciting opportunity made possible through PTA support is next week’s visit from poet A F Harrold. 
Experiences like this spark imagination, nurture creativity, and give our children the chance to be inspired by a 
real-life writer—something we are very grateful to the PTA for helping us provide. 
 
We hugely value the time, energy, and care our PTA gives. Their work has a lasting and meaningful impact 
across the school, and today’s non‑uniform day is a wonderful way for us all to show our appreciation. 
 
If any parents or carers would like to get involved with the PTA, please contact the school office, and we will be 
delighted to point you in the right direction. Every helping hand makes a difference! 
 
Thank you for your support—and for bringing a splash of colour to school today. 
 

Mark 
SAFER INTERNET DAY – 10TH FEBRUARY: WHY IT MATTERS AND HOW OUR CHILDREN WILL TAKE PART 

Next week, on Tuesday 10th February 2026, schools and communities around the world will join together to 
mark Safer Internet Day, a global initiative designed to promote the safe, responsible, and positive use of 
digital technology. This year’s official theme is “Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and 
responsible use of AI.”  

Why Safer Internet Day Is Important for Our Children 

The internet is a central part of children’s lives—used for learning, connecting with friends, creativity, and 
entertainment. But as technology evolves, so do the challenges. Safer Internet Day encourages children, 
schools, and families to reflect on how they use technology and to build the skills needed to navigate the online  
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world confidently and safely. 

This year’s focus on AI (Artificial Intelligence) is especially relevant. Children increasingly encounter AI in 
search tools, apps, games, and learning platforms. While these technologies offer new opportunities, they also 
introduce risks such as misinformation, privacy concerns, and content that may be generated or influenced by 
AI without children realising it. The 2026 theme highlights the need to help young people understand both the 
benefits and the risks of AI, empowering them to make informed, safe, and thoughtful choices.  

Educators and online safety experts stress that giving children the knowledge and confidence to recognise 
when AI is being used—and when something online doesn’t seem quite right—is a vital part of keeping them 
safe. It also helps them develop critical thinking skills, an essential part of digital literacy.  

How Our Children Will Be Taking Part 

To support this year’s theme, our children will be engaging in a series of online lessons and activities 
throughout the day, all aligned with the Safer Internet Day focus on the safe and responsible use of AI. 
These activities are designed to: 

• Help children understand where and how AI appears in the technology they use 
• Teach them how to stay safe when interacting with AI-powered tools 
• Encourage them to think critically about online information 
• Build confidence in making responsible choices when using smart technology 

Schools across the UK and internationally are using high-quality, age-appropriate resources created specifically 
for Safer Internet Day to support these conversations. These include interactive lessons, assemblies, quizzes, 
and activities that explore how to use AI safely and responsibly.  

Supporting a Safer Digital Future 

Creating a safer internet is a shared responsibility. Safer Internet Day reminds us that parents, carers, teachers, 
and children all play a part in shaping a positive online environment. As AI continues to evolve, open 
conversations about online safety are more important than ever. By equipping children with the right tools and 
understanding, we help them make smart tech truly safe tech. 

If you’d like to learn more or explore resources to use at home, you can visit the UK Safer Internet Centre’s 
guidance for families 

WRAPAROUND CHILDCARE CHANGES 

There will be a change to booking procedures for wraparound care from the second half of term. Rather than 
restrict bookings to a half-term at a time, we have decided to try opening the breakfast and after school clubs 
for the whole academic year. This means that when bookings for after half term open next week, you will be 
able to book all the way up to 22 July if you wish. Then in July, you will be able to book from September 2026 to 
July 2027. Sessions can be reserved and paid for directly through MCAS as usual, and you will still be able to 
make changes up to 24 hours in advance, just as you can now. 

If you have a payment plan, please continue to email your requests to Helen, our bursar, for as far in advance 
as you wish. 

Don’t forget that you may be able to get help paying for your wraparound care by setting up a Tax-Free 
Childcare account – for every £8 you pay into the account, the government adds £2 – and our clubs are already 
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registered with the scheme so you can use the money to pay for your sessions. There’s a link below to see if 
you are eligible, but if you need any help, please contact Helen. 

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare 
 
 

 
WRAPAROUND CHILDCARE – MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 

West Sussex County Council’s Early Years and Childcare team has launched a new survey to understand families’ 

experiences of wraparound childcare. Wraparound childcare provides families with care for school aged children 

before and after the school day. Please support this by sharing the survey with parents and carers at your school.  

The survey is open to all families with primary school-aged children, whether they currently use wraparound childcare 

in West Sussex or not. It asks about what is working well, what could be improved, and how childcare outside of the 

school day can better meet the needs of local families.  

Use  this survey to make your voice heard! The deadline to complete the survey is 23:59 on Sunday 22 February. 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Our attendance this week was 93.5% This is 1.5% below our target of 95%.  
 

 
ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS! 

A huge congratulations to Beech Class, our attendance champions this week with 97.4% attendance!  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://bit.ly/WraparoundParentSurvey
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DIARY DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Event/Activity Details 

Monday 9th 
February 

Oak & Pine class – PE today  Please come in kit 

Tuesday 10th 
February 

Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE 
today 
Vicar’s Award Forest School  
CM Sports football club 

Please come in kit 
 
By invite only 
3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 11th 
February 

Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE 
today 

Please come in kit 

Thursday 12th 
February 

Maple & Beech class – PE today 
Swimming – Hazel Class 

Please come in kit 
Please bring swimming kit 

Friday 13th 
February 

Acorns & Birch Class 
Forest School Hazel Class Grp 1 
Cross Country club 

Please come in kit  
Please bring kit 
3.30 - 4.15pm 

16th – 20th 
February 

Half Term School Closed 

Monday 23rd 
February 

Oak & Pine class – PE today  Please come in kit 

Tuesday 24th 
February 

Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE 
today 
CM Sports football club 

Please come in kit 
 
3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 25th 
February 

Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE 
today 
Hedgehog visit - Acorn, Birch, 
Hazel & Maple classes 

Please come in kit 

Thursday 26th 
February 

Maple & Beech class – PE today 
Swimming – Hazel Class 
Oak Class visiting Pendean 
nursing home 

Please come in kit 
Please bring swimming kit (last one) 

Friday 27th 
February 

Acorns & Birch Class 
Forest School Hazel Class Grp 2 
Little woods – Acorns Grp 1 
Cross Country club 

Please come in kit  
Please bring kit 
Please come in kit 
3.30 - 4.15pm 
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