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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Yesterday, I had the absolute pleasure of joining a meeting with our wonderful Mental Health Ambassadors. 

These ambassadors are a group of remarkable children who have volunteered to take part in a special 

programme designed to help them become peer mentors within our school community. 

The programme not only boosts the confidence and wellbeing of the children who take part, but also equips 

them with practical strategies to support their friends. They learn how to listen, how to show empathy, and how 

to encourage others to seek help when they need it. Watching them work together, share ideas, and support one 

another was genuinely inspiring. 

What really stood out to me were the fantastic ideas they have been developing to help support their peers. 

They have suggested quiet spaces in school where children can go to take a break or reset, the introduction of 

play monitors at breaktime and lunchtime to help everyone feel included, creative ways to celebrate Mental 

Health Awareness Month in May, and many other thoughtful initiatives. Their imagination and commitment to 

making a positive difference are truly impressive. 

The role of a Mental Health Ambassador is incredibly important. Children often turn to each other first, and 

having trained peers who can offer reassurance, understanding, and positive support can make a significant 

impact on the everyday wellbeing of our school community. 

I left the meeting feeling immensely proud of them all. Their willingness to step forward, learn, and support their 

peers shows real leadership and reflects the caring, inclusive values we strive to nurture in every child. 

Watch this space—there are some brilliant ideas on the way as our Mental Health Ambassadors begin rolling out 

their initiatives throughout the year. A huge well done and thank you to them all. They are helping to make our 

school a brighter, kinder, and more supportive place for everyone. 

 

Mark 
ATTENDANCE MATTERS! 

I fear I need to emphasise the vital importance of good school attendance and to address growing concerns 
regarding the number of pupils whose attendance is falling below expected levels. 

Regular attendance is essential for every child’s learning, progress and wellbeing. Even small amounts of  
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missed time can significantly disrupt a child’s understanding of key concepts, their confidence in lessons, and 
their ability to keep up with their peers. School is where children build not only academic skills but also social 
relationships, routines, and resilience — all of which are crucial for their long-term success. 

It is also important to be aware that attendance falling below 90% is classified as ‘persistent absenteeism’ 
in the eyes of the law. This definition applies nationally and is used by educational authorities to identify 
children who may be at risk of missing substantial amounts of education. When a pupil becomes a persistent 
absentee, schools are legally required to take further action, which may include referrals to the local authority. 

I would also like to remind families that the school will not authorise holidays during term time except in 
the most exceptional circumstances. Term-time absences have a direct impact on learning, disrupt the 
continuity of a child’s education, and can affect their overall progress. Family holidays should therefore be 
planned during the designated school breaks to ensure that children do not miss essential teaching and 
learning time. 

We appreciate your support in ensuring your child attends school every day, arrives on time, and is ready to 
learn. If you are experiencing any difficulties that may affect your child’s attendance, please contact the school 
so we can work together to provide the appropriate support. 

FINANCIAL HELP FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILD! 

We would like to remind all families—especially those with children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2—to 
check whether they may be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM). 

Why this is important? 

Many families are unaware that Free School Meals (FSM) is not the same as Universal Infant Free School 
Meals (UIFSM). 

• UIFSM simply means all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 currently receive a free meal each day. 
• FSM, however, is based on family income or benefit status and provides additional financial 

support to the school through the Pupil Premium Grant. 

This Pupil Premium funding is extremely valuable and is used to support your child’s learning and wider school 
experience throughout their entire time at our school. It can help towards: 

• Wrap-around care (before/after-school clubs) 
• School trips and residentials 
• Extra academic support 
• Enrichment activities and much more 

Even if your child is already receiving a free meal under the UIFSM scheme, please apply for Free School 
Meals if you meet the criteria. 
Please don’t wait until the end of Year 2—your child and the school can benefit now. 

Who is eligible for Free School Meals? 

Your child may be entitled to Free School Meals if you receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 
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• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Universal Credit (with an annual net earned income below the government threshold) 
• Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax Credit) and with income under the set limit 
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

How to apply 

Applying is simple and only takes a few minutes! 

You can apply online at West Sussex County Council’s website Apply Here for Free School Meals  If you need 
help, please contact the school office—we are always happy to support you. 

By applying for Free School Meals—whether or not your child chooses to have the meal every day—you are 
helping the school secure important funding that directly benefits your child. 

Thank you for taking the time to check your eligibility and for supporting our school community. 

 
WRAPAROUND CHILDCARE CHANGES 

There will be a change to booking procedures for wraparound care from the second half of term. Rather than 
restrict bookings to a half-term at a time, we have decided to try opening the breakfast and after school clubs 
for the whole academic year. This means that when bookings for after half term open next week, you will be 
able to book all the way up to 22 July if you wish. Then in July, you will be able to book from September 2026 to 
July 2027. Sessions can be reserved and paid for directly through MCAS as usual, and you will still be able to 
make changes up to 24 hours in advance, just as you can now. 

If you have a payment plan, please continue to email your requests to Helen, our bursar, for as far in advance 
as you wish. 

Don’t forget that you may be able to get help paying for your wraparound care by setting up a Tax-Free 
Childcare account – for every £8 you pay into the account, the government adds £2 – and our clubs are already 
registered with the scheme so you can use the money to pay for your sessions. There’s a link below to see if 
you are eligible, but if you need any help, please contact Helen. 

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare 
 
 

 
 
WRAPAROUND CHILDCARE – MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 

West Sussex County Council’s Early Years and Childcare team has launched a new survey to understand families’ 

experiences of wraparound childcare. Wraparound childcare provides families with care for school aged children 

before and after the school day. Please support this by sharing the survey with parents and carers at your school.  

The survey is open to all families with primary school-aged children, whether they currently use wraparound childcare 

in West Sussex or not. It asks about what is working well, what could be improved, and how childcare outside of the 

school day can better meet the needs of local families.  

Use  this survey to make your voice heard! The deadline to complete the survey is 23:59 on Sunday 22 February. 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://bit.ly/WraparoundParentSurvey
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ATTENDANCE 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Our attendance this week was 93.9% This is 1.1% below our target of 95%.  
 

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS! 
A huge congratulations to Birch Class, our two attendance champions this week with 98.7% attendance!  

 
DIARY DATES 

 

Date Event/Activity Details 

Monday 2nd 
February 

Oak & Pine class – PE today  Please come in kit 

Tuesday 3rd 
February 

Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE 
today 
CM Sports football club 

Please come in kit 
 
3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 4th 
February 

Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE 
today 
Oak Class – Information evening 
for Residential to PGL 

Please come in kit 
 
3.30-4pm 

Thursday 5th 
February 

Maple & Beech class – PE today 
Swimming – Hazel Class 

Please come in kit 
Please bring swimming kit 

Friday 6th February Acorns & Birch Class 
Forest School Hazel Class Grp 1 
Cross Country at MRC 
Cross Country club 

Please come in kit  
Please bring kit 
Your child will have received a letter if they are involved 
3.30 - 4.15pm 

Monday 9th 
February 

Oak & Pine class – PE today  Please come in kit 

Tuesday 10th 
February 

Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE 
today 
Vicar’s Award Forest School  
CM Sports football club 

Please come in kit 
 
By invite only 
3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 11th 
February 

Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE 
today 

Please come in kit 

Thursday 12th 
February 

Maple & Beech class – PE today 
Swimming – Hazel Class 

Please come in kit 
Please bring swimming kit 

Friday 13th 
February 

Acorns & Birch Class 
Forest School Hazel Class Grp 1 
Cross Country club 

Please come in kit  
Please bring kit 
3.30 - 4.15pm 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

 
 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 
 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

  



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 

 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 
 

 

 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 
 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 
 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 
 



   

 

MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL | Tel: 01730 813526 | e-mail: office@midhurstprimary.co.uk 
 

 


