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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As the festive lights dim and the holiday cheer settles into warm memories, we are thrilled to welcome all our 
children and families back to school! We hope your Christmas break was filled with joy, laughter, and quality 
time with loved ones. Now, as we step into a brand-new term, we look forward to an exciting season of 
learning, growth, and community. 
 
The start of a new term is always a wonderful opportunity for fresh beginnings. January brings with it a sense 
of renewal—a chance for students to set new goals, embrace challenges, and explore new ideas. Whether your 
child is eager to dive into their favourite subjects or discover new interests, this term promises plenty of 
opportunities for success. 
 
We know the holidays are a special time for families, and we hope everyone had the chance to relax and 
recharge. The stories, experiences, and traditions shared during the break enrich our school community, and 
we encourage children to bring that festive spirit into the classroom. Sharing holiday memories can be a great 
way to reconnect with friends and teachers. 
 
This term is packed with exciting activities and learning experiences. From engaging lessons to creative 
projects, sports events, and school-wide initiatives, there’s something for everyone. We’ll also be focusing on 
personal development—helping students build resilience, confidence, and teamwork skills that will serve them 
well both inside and outside the classroom. 
 
We understand that returning to school after a long break can feel overwhelming for some children. Our 
teachers and staff are here to provide a warm, supportive environment where every child feels safe and valued. 
If your child needs extra help settling back in, please don’t hesitate to reach out—we’re here to work together 
to ensure a smooth transition. 
 
Education is a partnership, and we deeply appreciate the role families play in supporting learning at home. This 
term, we encourage open communication between parents and teachers. Together, we can help every child 
thrive academically and emotionally. 
 
As we embark on this new chapter, let’s embrace the opportunities ahead with enthusiasm and positivity. The 
year ahead is full of promise, and we can’t wait to see the amazing things our students will accomplish. 
Welcome back—we’re so glad to have you with us. Let’s make this term one to remember! 
 

Mark 
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DROP OFF TIMES 
We have recently witnessed some very erratic driving and unsafe parking during drop-off times on the school 
site, including vehicles stopping or parking on the chevrons leading up to the school entrance. This is a serious 
concern. 
 
Parking on the chevrons is not permitted because these areas are designed to keep sightlines clear and 
provide safe space for pedestrians and vehicles to move. When cars park on the chevrons, it creates blind 
spots, restricts traffic flow, and significantly increases the risk of accidents involving our children and families. 
If both parking and driving continue in this manner, the safety of our children and families is at risk. Please 
ensure you drive with care and attention at all times while on school grounds and avoid parking on the 
chevrons. 
 
Your cooperation is essential to keep everyone safe. Thank you for your understanding and support. 
 
INTRODUCING…. THE SOUTH DOWNS SING SQUAD! 
We can’t wait to welcome your children to the South Downs Sing Squad. We’re excited to get started and bring 
even more music into our community. Starts Tuesday 13th January at 4:45, Midhurst Parish Church. 
 
More about the Sing Squad …. 
Does your child love to sing? Do they come home humming tunes from school or belt out songs in the car? 
South Downs Sing Squad is a new youth choir for children in Years 3 – 8 from Midhurst, Easebourne and 
surrounding villages.  
 
The details: 
 
What:  A fun, friendly space where young singers can grow in confidence, discover 

favourite songs and make new friends. The sessions will be warm, encouraging 
and enjoyable – we want Sing Squad to be the highlight of everyone’s week! 

 

When:     Tuesday evenings, 4.45pm - 6pm, starting in the second week of January 2026. 
 

Where:    Midhurst Parish Church. 
 

Music:  Secular music - everything from feel-good pop to uplifting favourites chosen 
with input from the children. Sessions will include both printed music and live 
music, helping your child build musical skills while they sing. 
 

Cost:  None at this stage. The choir is currently a community-supported project. 
Donations are welcome. 
 

Musical requirements:  Just enthusiasm and a love of music. There are no auditions and no experience 
needed. 
 

Other requirements:   To begin with, each child will need to be accompanied by an adult. 
 

Refreshments:   Water and squash will be provided. 
 
Your choir team: 

·          Marcus Collie, Choir lead, safeguarding and administration 
·          Judith, Musical Director 
·          Tracey, Accompanist 
·          Plus additional DBS-checked volunteers as the choir grows 

 
“We can’t wait to welcome your children to the South Downs Sing Squad. We’re excited to get started and bring even 
more music into our community. 
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HOT LUNCHES FOR THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2026 
Please can we remind all parents of children in Acorn, Birch and Hazel classes (Year R-2) to book a hot lunch for 
the Spring census day on Thursday 15 January. The booking deadline is Thursday 1 January which is still in the 
holidays, so please make sure you place your order before then. If you don’t select an option by the deadline 
the school will choose the burger for your child unless they are registered with us as vegetarian. 
School lunches cost £3.20 each and the UIFSM grant is only £2.61 per meal so we need the maximum grant 
possible to see us though the year, and we will only receive the grant if your child takes a meal. Thank you. 
 

Message from Chartwells 
 

Dear Parents 
Children's favourites are the menu of the day on January 15th 2026. Please don't 
delay, review the menu and get your order placed before the end of term. 
(Ordering is open from Monday 15th and closes Thursday 1st January) 
  
January 15th is School Census Day so please support your school by taking up the 
hot lunch option. 
  
Www.parentpay.com 
 
If you need support placing your order, please contact u73041@compass-
group.co.uk / 01243 774175 
 

 
REWARD POINTS 
Congratulations to Birch Class with the most reward points this week with 242. 
 

 
 
ATTENDANCE 

 

 
 

Our attendance this week was 95.1% 
 

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS! 
A huge congratulations to Acorn Class, our attendance champions this week with 100% attendance!  

  

http://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.parentpay.com/
mailto:u73041@compass-group.co.uk
mailto:u73041@compass-group.co.uk
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DIARY DATES 

 

Date Event/Activity Details 

Monday 12th 
January 

Oak & Pine class – PE today  Please come in kit 

Tuesday 13th 
January 

Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE 
today 
Children’s Concert - Maple & 
Beech 
CM Sports football club 

Please come in kit 
 
See separate letter for more details 
 
3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 14th 
January 

Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE 
today 

Please come in kit 

Thursday 15th 
January 

Census day 
 
Maple & Beech class – PE today 
Swimming – Hazel Class 

All children in Acorns, Birch & Hazel to have a hot 
lunch (see above for more info) 
Please come in kit 
Please bring swimming kit 

Friday 16th January Acorns & Birch Class 
Forest School Hazel Class Grp 1 
Quad Athletics at MRC 
Cross Country club 

Please come in kit  
Please bring kit 
Letter sent home to children involved 
3.30 - 4.15pm 

Monday 19th 
January 

Oak & Pine class – PE today  Please come in kit 

Tuesday 20th 
January 

Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE 
today 
CM Sports football club 

Please come in kit 
 
3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 21st 
January 

Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE 
today 

Please come in kit 

Thursday 22nd 
January 

Maple & Beech class – PE today 
Swimming – Hazel Class 

Please come in kit 
Please bring swimming kit 

Friday 23rd January Acorns & Birch Class 
Forest School Hazel Class Grp 1 
Cross Country club 

Please come in kit  
Please bring kit 
3.30 - 4.15pm 
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