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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
What a brilliant week we've had at Midhurst! Thank you for your continued support — the children have been 
engaged, enthusiastic and a joy to spend time with. Below are the highlights from this week, plus a few important 
reminders for home and on the way to school. 
 
This week’s highlights 
 
Year 6 — Evacuee Experience: The whole of Year 6 took part in an immersive Evacuee Experience to bring their 
history topic to life. Pupils took on the roles of evacuees, explored what daily life was like during the wartime 
period, handled artefacts and primary-source material, practised role-play and wrote their own letters home. 
The children showed great empathy and curiosity — a real favourite across the week. Read more about the day 
later in the flyer. 
 
Across the school: In every class this week we’ve seen busy classroom learning, creative projects and positive 
teamwork. Teachers have been reporting excellent attitudes to learning and some lovely examples of resilience 
and creativity from the children. 
 
Homework — details later in this flier 
A number of parents have asked about homework. Later in this flier you will find a short Homework Timetable 
which sets out when homework is routinely set for each year group and the expected turnaround. Please take a 
look at that section for the specifics. 
 
In the meantime, a gentle reminder of why homework matters: 
 

• Homework consolidates what children learn in class and helps them practise skills independently. 
• Even short, regular tasks build good study habits and confidence. 
• Most importantly: reading together with your child is the single most effective thing you can do to 

support their learning — talk about the story, ask questions, and record reading in their reading diary. 
 
Reading tips for home 
 

• Aim for short daily reading sessions — even 10–15 minutes makes a big difference. 
• Ask your child to summarise the page or predict what will happen next. 
• Praise effort and curiosity — make reading a relaxed, enjoyable part of the day. 

 
Safety on the way to school — a vital reminder 
We must keep everyone safe, especially at busy times. Please support us by reminding your children of these 
rules: 
 

• Bepton Road crossing patrol: Children must wait to be called across by the crossing patrol. Do not cross 
as soon as you see a gap — please wait for the patrol’s instruction to ensure safety. 
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• Keep to the footpaths: When entering or leaving the school site, children should keep to the footpaths 
at all times. Vehicles access the site at drop-off and collection times, so staying on the paths keeps 
everyone safe. 

 
We ask parents and carers to model these behaviours and to reinforce them with children each morning and 
evening. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership — together we keep learning exciting and keep our children safe. 
 
With every best wish 
 

Mark 

 
HOMEWORK 
Day   Homework Tasks 
Monday         Reading with parents (Reading 1/5) 

          Year 6: Grammar, Maths, Reading due (from Thu) 
      Optional: Times Tables / Spellings review 
 

Tuesday         Reading with parents (Reading 2/5) 
      Optional: Spellings practice 
 

Wednesday         Reading with parents (Reading 3/5) 
      Times Tables given out/tested 
      Practice times tables 
 

Thursday         Reading with parents (Reading 4/5) 
      Spellings tested 
          Year 6: New Grammar, Maths, Reading tasks given out 
 

Friday          Reading with parents (Reading 5/5) 
      Spellings given out 

      Optional: Times Tables  
 
 

IS YOUR CHILD ELIGIBLE FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS? APPLY NOW 
Now that we are all settled into the Autumn term, I’d like to remind you to apply for free school meals if you 
think you may be eligible. 
Not only will your child benefit from a free healthy hot meal in the middle of the day, but the school will also 
receive crucial Pupil Premium funding which we use to support disadvantaged pupils. 
Even if your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 and you order free lunches anyway, please do consider 
applying now so that the school can benefit from the additional funding. If you register before 2nd October, we 
will be able to claim the Pupil Premium for this current academic year. 
The link below will take you to the West Sussex Free School Meals page where you can see the eligibility criteria 
and apply online. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Free school meals - West Sussex County Council 

 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/
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THIS WEEK IN YEAR 6 
Year 6 have been investigating how our eyes work. To explore this, we created pinhole cameras, which mimic 
the way light is projected onto the back of our eyes. It was fascinating to see how such a simple tool can 
demonstrate such a complex process! We may have looked a little silly wearing them on our faces, but we 
certainly had fun while learning. 
   
OAK CLASS EVACUEES – by Ava in Oak Class  
Yesterday on the 24th September our class went on a trip to the Bluebell Railway to get evacuated to the 
country side. The Bluebell Railway has been around since 1882 and has a lot of history, our class went on this 
trip to study more about WWII.  
 
We left school around 8:45 and arrived at the Bluebell at around 10:00. When we got to Sheffield Park we met 
our very generous volunteers, there were four volunteers: Chris, Malcom, Mike and Michael. When we went in 
Mike – the main volunteer – showed us around the station. Our class were on the 11:00 departure to East 
Grinsted. On the way to East Grinsted station we went through a long dark tunnel (called Sharpthorne Tunnel) 
with no lights on at all, to show what the blackout was like. This was because if there were lights on the train in 
WWII, they would have been really easy to follow and the Germans (Luftwaffe) might have bombed them. 
When we arrived at East Grinsted we saw the buffers kissing which is when the front of the train joins onto the 
carriages, we then got invited up into the footplate by the driver and saw the fire that runs the engine and all 
the coal. On our way back to Horsted Keynes, we ate lunch on the train and there was a lunch inspection, most 
of the food we had you wouldn’t have been able to get in WWII because you only got little food any you had to 
grow the rest. Not having much food was called rationing.  
 
After lunch, our class split into three groups to do some activities. The activities were: postcards home which 
you had to write using an ink pen. War time games which everyone used to come up with themselves and they 
used to play on the road because it was so quiet and the last activity was talking to an evacuee and someone 
who took in evacuees as siblings, it was very interesting learning what their lives must have been like during 
war and what it was like to be evacuated.  
 
Our trip to the Bluebell Railway was amazing and I would love to go again. – Ava (Year 6) 
 
On Wednesday, our Year 6 children stepped back in time to the 1940s when they visited the Bluebell Railway 
for a World War II Evacuee Experience Day. The day was designed to bring their history learning to life, and the 
children threw themselves wholeheartedly into the role of young evacuees. 
Dressed in period-style clothing, name labels, and identity cards, the children looked the part from the moment 
they arrived. As the train whistle blew, they experienced first-hand what it might have felt like for evacuees 
during the war, leaving behind their homes and families for an unfamiliar destination in the countryside. 
The activities throughout the day gave the children a taste of wartime life. They learned about air raid 
precautions, the importance of rationing, and how communities pulled together in difficult times. They also 
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heard stories of real evacuees, which helped them to imagine the mix of emotions children of the time would 
have felt—fear, excitement, and uncertainty. 
The immersive environment of the Bluebell Railway, with its authentic steam trains and period stations, 
provided the perfect backdrop for this experience. Our children participated enthusiastically, asking thoughtful 
questions, role-playing with confidence, and showing a great deal of respect for the history they were learning 
about. 
Overall, the trip was both highly educational and memorable. It not only deepened the children’s 
understanding of World War II but also encouraged them to empathise with the experiences of evacuees. We 
are very proud of how Year 6 represented the school and how they engaged with this unique opportunity. 

 

 
 
BIRCH CLASS – IT’S NOT A STICK! 
Birch Class have been enjoying the story It’s Not a Stick. Inspired by the book, the children collected sticks from 
around the school grounds and let their imaginations run wild. Before long, those ordinary sticks had been 
transformed into boats, people, fishing rods, bows and arrows, and even flags! The results were so creative and 
full of fun — we think you’ll agree, they look fantastic! 
 

 
 

BUILDING BUDDIES AT MIDHURST 
At Midhurst, we know how important relationships are. Last week our little Acorns were delighted to meet their 
Year 6 Oak class buddies. Throughout the year, our Year 6 children will be looking out for their younger friends, 
helping them settle into school life and feel part of our community. 
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PARENT WORKSHOP 
On Friday 7th November at 9:30am, I have arranged a guest speaker to deliver a workshop on 'Supporting your 
child to emotionally regulate' during my usual coffee and croissant morning. Please let me know if you would 
like to attend. - Mrs Chance 
 
REWARD POINTS 
Well done to Hazel Class!! The most reward points this week with 299 points! 
 

 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 

 
Our attendance this week was 96.6%! 1.6% above our target of 95% 
 

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS! 
Congratulations to Maple and Beech Class our attendance champions this week achieving with 99% 

attendance. That’s two weeks in a row for Maple Class 
 

Why attendance matters: 
 
 

• Learning builds daily – each lesson connects to the next. Missing even a few days can leave gaps in 
understanding. 
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• Confidence and friendships – being in class helps children feel included, develop confidence, and build 
positive relationships. 

 

• Future habits – attending school regularly teaches responsibility and prepares children for secondary 
school and beyond. 

 

Our aim is for all children to achieve at least 95% attendance. Working together, we can make sure your child 
makes the most of every opportunity. Please help us by ensuring your child arrives on time and attends every 
day, unless they are genuinely unwell. 
 
DIARY DATES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Date Event/Activity Details 

Monday 29th 
September 

Oak class - Bikeability 
Oak & Pine class – PE today 

See letter for more info 
Please come in PE kit  

Tuesday 30th 
September 

Oak class - Bikeability 
Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE 
today 
Forest School–Beech class grp 1 

 
Please come in PE kit  
 
Please bring kit 

Wednesday 1st 
October 

Oak class – Experience day at 
MRC 
Maple, Beech & Pine  – PE today 
Oak & Pine Hockey club 

9.30 - 2pm – school uniform, packed lunch and coats 
required as children will be walking to MRC  
Please come in PE kit  
3.30-4.30pm 

Thursday 2nd 
October 

Oak class - Bikeability 
Maple & Beech – PE today 
Swimming – Beech class 

 
Please come in PE kit  

Friday 3rd October Birch & Hazel class – PE today 
Oak class - Bikeability 
Forest School – Oak class grp 1  
Forest School – Birch class grp 1 
Cross Country Club – KS2 

Please come in PE kit  
 
Please bring kit 
Please bring kit 
3.30 – 4.15pm 

Monday 6th October Oak & Pine class – PE today Please come in PE kit  

Tuesday 7th October Acorn, Birch & Hazel class – PE 
today 
Forest School–Beech class grp 1 
CM Sports Football club 

Please come in PE kit  
 
Please bring kit 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 8th 
October 

Maple, Beech, Pine & Oak – PE 
today 
Oak & Pine Hockey Club 

Please come in PE kit  
 
3.30-4.30pm 

Thursday 9th 
October 

Maple & Beech – PE today 
Swimming – Beech class 

Please come in PE kit  

Friday 10th October School Photos 
Birch & Hazel class – PE today 
Forest School – Oak class grp 1  
Football @ MRC 
Cross Country Club – KS2 

Individual – all children should wear uniform and 
bring PE kit if needed today only 
Please bring kit 
By invite only 
3.30 – 4.15pm 
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