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Happy Friday Everyone 
 
As we approach the half-term break, I wanted to take a moment to thank you all for your continued support and 
partnership throughout this term. It’s been a very busy and productive few weeks, and we are proud of the 
progress and achievements of every one of our children. The past few weeks have been filled with many 
opportunities to reflect on our wonderful community and I thank you, the children and our hard-working staff 
for making Midhurst the caring community it is. 
 
This half-term break is a wonderful opportunity for our children to rest, recharge, and enjoy some time with 
family and friends. I encourage everyone to take some time away from schoolwork to relax, but also to engage 
in fun, creative activities that keep learning alive. 
 
If you have any questions or need any assistance, feel free to reach out. We look forward to welcoming the 
children back after the break for the second half of the term! 
 
Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable break! 
 
With every best wish 
 

Mark 

 
 

MOLLIE NEWMAN 
Here at Midhurst C of E Primary School we are sad to 
learn of the passing of Mrs Mollie Newman. Mrs 
Newman or Mollie to the grown-ups – not me! Was 
an integral part of Midhurst Primary School. To me, 
she was the most amazing dinner lady – strict but fair 
and a teacher of only the best manners. “Elbows off 
the tables!” was uttered most lunch shifts. She 
worked in so many different guises throughout her 
long period of service here at MPS and was one of 
the staff who helped with the move from the Half 
Moon School to our present site in 1972. Mrs 
Newman was also the brains behind our much-loved 
and celebrated Sports Day. It is a testament to her 
genius that we still follow the same, amazing format 
today. From the whole family here at MPS we want 
to extend a heartfelt sympathy to her family for her 
passing. We know that her legacy here at MPS is in 
safe hands and we continue to celebrate so many of 
her achievements today. Thank you Mollie Newman. 

- Mr Ind 
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MRC QUAD ATHLETICS VICTORY! 
A few weeks ago, I took a team of 16 athletes to compete in the 3rd event of the MRC Sports Partnership League; 
the Quad Athletics competition. Each athlete had to take part in a 75m sprint, a 600m run, standing long jump 
and a vortex throw. It was a very close competition, but I am delighted to say we were the overall winners and 
Poppy Alden was the overall winning girl. All members of the team competed brilliantly and encouraged each 
other so well, we are very proud of all of you. – Mrs Alden 
 

  
 

CROSS COUNTRY DETERMINATION! 
Last Friday saw the 4th event of the MRC Sports Partnership League; the cross-country races. We took a team of 
40 from Years 3-6 to this event, all who had been training hard for this since October. There were 4 races; Year 3 
and 4 girls, Year 3 and 4 boys, Year 5 and 6 girls and Year 5 and 6 boys. We got off to a very strong start with 
Darcy White winning the Year 3 and 4 girls’ race. This winning streak continued with Baxter Phillips winning the 
Year 3 and 4 boys’ race, Poppy Alden winning the Year 5 and 6 girls race and Harry Clark winning the Year 5 and 
6 boys’ race! Overall, we finished a close 2nd to a very strong team from Hollycomb. The Year 5 and 6 races were 
selection races where runners who finished in the top 6 were chosen to represent Central Sussex in the Sussex 
Cross Country finals in March. We had 3 runners selected for this; Poppy Alden, Frances Gooda and Harry Clark.  
 
We are so proud of all our runners who showed real grit and determination. The sportsmanship they 
demonstrated was exemplary, encouraging each other and congratulating runners from other teams. Cross 
country is a tough sport and every single runner put in 100% and did themselves and our school proud, well-
done team, you are amazing.   
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BIRCH CLASS BRAVE THE WEATHER 

Birch Class have been marvellous meteorologists this week. They have been 
learning all about the Beaufort Scale, weather vanes and finally made their own 
wind detector.  
We tested them out and were pleased to see they worked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DUCK SQUAD HIT SOUTH POND 
 

A few members of Beech Class had the idea to make and 
organise duck food to feed the ducks on South Pond.  They 
came up with the plan after seeing people feeding the 
ducks bread, which we already knew was not the best diet 
for ducks! 
 
So, a plan was hatched and a recipe sought ... including 
meal worms; yuck! The group, who named themselves 
'Duck Squad', started work devising and creating the mix 
and filling bags ready to feed the ducks and their new 
ducklings as we move into Spring.  
 
It is hoped that the local community will get behind the 

project by collecting the food bags from The Grange and help make sure the ducks get fed.   Duck Squad 
sourced the bags and beautifully designed stickers so that it was clear to see that the children of MPS are keen 
to help our local wildlife and support where they can. We are very grateful to the staff at The Grange for 
supporting the project and to the South Pond Group for allowing us to do it.  When you take a trip down to the 
pond, you will notice the beautifully designed poster that our competition winners, Zara and Masha from year 
5, did which clearly say where to go and who the organisers are.   
 
We are very proud of Duck Squad, their kindness and willingness to spend their hard-earned playtimes 
organising all of this.  We hope this will be an ongoing project so, if you would like to contribute oats, seed, 
meal worms, dried vegetables, please see Mrs Mullen and she will arrange a place to bring donations. Jaxon,  
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one of the founder members of duck squad said "Being the leader of Duck squad made me feel happy and 
proud.  It made coming to school easier and we are pleased to be improving duck health.  It is important that 
people understand that bread is not good for ducks and we have helped with that".  
 

   
 
HAZEL CLASS VISIT THE TITANIC EXHIBITION 
 

On Wednesday, Hazel class went on a trip to the SeaCity Museum in Southampton 
to learn about the Titanic which is their topic in history this term. They took part in a 
workshop where they got to handle artefacts, carried out a science experiment, 
decided who they thought should have a place in the lifeboats and matched smells 
to room on the Titanic! They then did a self-guided tour of the museum following a 
trail and finally had a discovery tour where they were told stories of some of the 
passengers on board, tried their hand at Morse code and got to dress up. It was a 
fantastic trip, and we all came back full of facts and enthusiasm for the topic. The 
children were incredibly well-behaved and their listening and ability to ask and 
answer questions was commented on by the staff at the museum. 
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REMINDER TO BOOK BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Bookings for Breakfast and After School Clubs for next half term are now open. Sessions can be reserved and 
paid for directly through MCAS, or if you have a payment plan, email your requests to Helen, our bursar. 
 

Don’t forget that you can get help paying for your wraparound care by setting up a Tax-Free Childcare account 
– for every £8 you pay into the account, the government adds £2 – and our clubs are already registered with the 
scheme so you can use the money to pay for your sessions. There’s a link below, but if you need any help, 
please contact Helen. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare 
 
BEHAVIOUR POINTS 
Congratulations to Pine Class for gaining the most Reward Points this week with 353 points. Great job Pine 
Class! 
 

 
 

Rother House remain in the lead this week with 6344 points so far this year. 
 

 
 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 
This week’s overall attendance is 94.4%, slightly lower than our target of 95%.  
 

 
THIS WEEK’S ATTENDANCE CHAMPION 

Congratulations to Oak Class, this week’s attendance champions with 98.5% 

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
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DIARY DATES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Event/Activity Details 

Monday 17th -Friday 
21st February 

HALF TERM BREAK SCHOOL CLOSED 

Monday 24th 
February 

INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED 

Tuesday 25th 
February 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
Birch, Hazel & Maple - PE today 
Pine Class trip to Winchester 
Science Centre 
Aspire Football Club 

 
Please come in PE kit 
See separate letter 
 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 26th 
February 

Beech, Pine & Oak - PE today 
Oak Class Residential Meeting 

Please come in PE kit 
3.30pm 

Thursday 27th 
February 

Birch & Oak – PE today 
Beech class – swimming 
Forest School 
Rother Valley Festival Dance club 

Please come in PE kit 
am – see separate letter 
Year 3 – group 2 
By invitation only 

Friday 28th February Maple & Pine – PE today 
Coffee/Croissant morning  
 
Forest School 
Cross Country club 

Please come in PE kit 
9-9.45am with Mrs Chance in the school hall – all 
welcome 
Year 2 – group 1 
3.30 – 4.15pm 

Monday 3rd March Hazel & Beech - PE today 
Dance club 

Please come in PE kit 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Tuesday 4th March Birch, Hazel & Maple - PE today 
Aspire Football Club 

Please come in PE kit 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

Wednesday 5th 
March 

Beech, Pine & Oak - PE today 
 

Please come in PE kit 
 

Thursday 6th March Birch & Oak – PE today 
Theatre visit in school 
Forest School 
Rother Valley Festival Dance club 

Please come in PE kit 
pm 
Year 3 – group 2 
By invitation only 

Friday 7th March Maple & Pine PE today 
World Book day  
Tag Rugby @ MRC 
Cross Country club 

Please come in PE kit 
Dress up in your favourite book character 
For some children 
3.30 – 4.15pm 
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