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Friday 7th July 2023 

Date   Event /Activity  Details  

Mon 10th July 
BC/ASC bookings 
open midday 
today     

Year 3 trip   
 
Year 1  
Dance Club  

Iping Common – packed lunch, own clothes – long  
legs please, sun hat & sunscreen and lots to drink! 
Don’t forget your PE kit  
3.30 - 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME 

Tues 11th July  Woodwind lessons (last one) 
Reception class PE today 
Year 4, 5 & 6 PE today 
Aspire football club all years 

Don’t forget your instruments 
Don’t forget your PE kit 
Don’t forget your PE kit   
3.30 – 4.30 **Please note this is the last one! ** 

Weds 12th July  Year 1 & 2 PE today Don’t forget your PE kit 

Thurs 13th July  Piano lessons (last one)  
Year 3 & 6 PE today  
Little woods forest schools 
Reception 
Big woods forest schools 
Dance Club  

Don’t forget your music 
Don’t forget your kit 
Reception Group 3 (please wear kit and bring 
uniform) 
Year 2 Group 2 
3.30 - 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME 

Fri 14th July  Whole school beach trip 
 

Letter already out – please send back slip ASAP so we 
can organise adults!  

Mon 17th July  Year 1 & 3 PE today  
Leavers Service at church 2pm  
Dance Club 

Governor meeting 

Don’t forget your PE kit 
Whole school to church – more info below 
3.30 - 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME 
Full governors – 7pm at school  

Tues 18th July  Housepoint treat  
Reception class PE  
Year 4, 5 & 6 PE today 

Winning house team trip to the park!  
Don’t forget your PE kit   
Don’t forget your PE kit   

Weds 19th July  Year 1 & 2 PE today 
Year 6 Leavers picnic 2.00pm 

Don’t forget your PE kit 
Y6 parents welcome – see below  

Thurs 20th July  Year 3 & 6 PE today  
Dance Club 
Year 6 camping trip after school 
 
Church friendship tea 

Don’t forget your kit 
3.30 - 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME 
Stedham campsite – see separate letter – drop off 
between 5 & 6pm – no earlier please!   
A few Y5 children involved accompanied by Mr Ind 

Fri 21st July  
 

Year 6 still at Stedham 
Packed lunch today 
LAST DAY OF SUMMER TERM 

Return after lunch  
No hot dinners – picnic lunch for all years 
School ends at 3.25pm as normal  

Mon 24th July  Summer holiday starts School closed – have a fantastic break!  

SUMMER HOLIDAYS – Monday 24th July – Thursday 31st August 
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Fri 1st Sept INSET DAY  School closed to children  

Mon 4th Sept  First day of the Autumn term  School open – please bring your children in!  
 

Last week’s update:  

We have almost made it to the end of the summer term – just 2 weeks to go! It is also my penultimate 

Friday Flyer! Please read on for the ‘almost’ final time from me.  
 

Friday 30th June - 50th celebrations!  

Last Friday we celebrated 50 years of MPS history on our current site at Ashfield 

Road in Midhurst. The children interviewed former staff, pupils (including Mrs 

Cain!), parents and even Mr Ford the school headteacher for many years, about 

their memories of the last 50 years of MPS. Each class took a decade each and 

researched it in order to create historical displays which we collated into a 

Midhurst Primary School Museum in our school hall. The sensory garden (more 

info below from Mrs Alden), decorated with our commemorative tree cookies and the totem pole were 

unveiled in celebration of such an auspicious event. Our guests joined us for a FAB assembly, which felt 

hugely nostalgic, with Mrs Parry playing the piano and Father Andrew Cunnington leading us in a prayer. 

Children were able to look through artefacts and sources from the past, creating enquiry questions and 

finding out answers through their own research. They also created an online survey for anyone with 

memories of the school to write in and share with us. The children were very excited to find family 

members in the school registration book – all handwritten without a single bit of word processing in sight! 

All in all, we had an absolutely splendid day perfectly encompassing our mission to celebrate and 

commemorate 50 years of education at Midhurst Primary School. Now here’s to the next 50 years! 
 

Sensory Garden update from Mrs Alden 

Over the course of the year, we have been developing the area outside the quad into a sensory garden to 

celebrate the school being on this site for 50 years. We are planning to develop this further, but last Friday 

we unveiled what we have achieved so far as part of our 50th celebrations. Lots of people have played a 

part in helping to transform this space. Back in January, students from Chichester university started this 

project and developed ideas with the children. They then spent a week digging, planting and building, 

bringing the children's ideas to life. Aylings very kindly donated some lavender for this area which adds a 

lovely splash of colour and smells beautiful. Children worked with Katie Netley to design and create the 

wonderful nature themed totem pole. If you look closely, you can see lots of creatures and a 50 at the top 

of the pole. Miss Channon spent a 

weekend sawing 200 tree cookies 

and each child designed and 

decorated one of these with a 

design to show what MPS means to 

them. Becky and Mike Simpson then 

varnished all 200 and attached them 

to the fence! A huge thank you to all 

the people who have been involved 

in this project so far. Keep your eyes 

peeled for further additions in the 

Autumn term.  
 

On Monday I met the new vicar of Midhurst Parish Church, Reverend Marcus Collie. We spent a long time 

chatting about Midhurst and the school, as well as meeting staff and pupils. Marcus will be in his new post 

ready to work with the school from September, both as a school governor, vicar and friend. Exciting stuff!  
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Reception braved what was forecast to be terrible 

weather for their beach trip on Tuesday. They 

were dressed and ready to face the storms, but 

managed to nearly avoid the rain completely! 

Children spent time playing on the sand - digging 

holes, making sandcastles and paddling in the sea. 

They hid in the minibuses to eat lunch, before 

going on a slightly rainy walk along East Head and 

throwing stones in the sea. Everyone had a 

fantastic day and are all looking forward to beach trip take two on the 14th!  

Many thanks to those parents and children who braved the downpours and popped into school to meet 

teachers current and new, as well as look at children’s work at Open Evening. There was a steady trickle of 

people and the evening had a lovely feel to it with a full house of new staff joining the school in 

September. Mr Jefferson, the newly appointed headteacher, was busy chatting to parents, children and 

staff, alongside Mrs Apperley and Mr Jones who are joining the teaching team in Y3 and Y6 respectively. 

While it is strange for those of us who are leaving soon, it is lovely for us all to be part of the handover 

process.  

The school had felt a little empty on Tuesday as most of our Year 6 children spent the day up at MRC for 

their transition. On Wednesday all our other classes had the first of two mini transition lessons when they 

all moved up a year for one lesson with their new teacher(s). As I walked round the school all children 

appeared to be happy and settled in their new surroundings, busy doing activities that will be used for 

their return to school in September.  We know change is hard and these transition sessions are arranged to 

support children with this – but there will be wobbles. Please do come and see us if you have any concerns, 

we will always do our best to help.  

On Thursday, we had a visit from Image Musical Theatre, who 

came to perform Wind in the Willows to the children. The 

morning started with a whole school workshop, in which 

everyone learnt some songs and actions for the show. Eleven 

lucky volunteers got to do a separate acting workshop, as they 

had a main part in the show! After a quick break, the school 

returned for the performance. The two actors from Image did 

an amazing job, everybody joined in with the songs they had 

learnt, and our eleven budding actors were brilliant in their 

roles, remembering their lines perfectly. I gather Mr Aldren and 

Mr Ind put in a special appearance as ‘weasels’, which added to 

the fun! It was a real end of year treat enjoyed by all. See below for a few 

more photos! 

On Thursday morning we sent 2 teams to play at the Rother Valley 

Rounders Tournament. Having won this last year, the pressure was on to 

repeat this victory. Both teams played brilliantly, showing excellent batting 

and fielding skills, brilliant teamwork and good sportsmanship. I’m pleased 

to say, after a very close final, we were the winners AGAIN! A huge well 

done to all 22 children who represented the school admirably. 

In the afternoon I took the Year 2 woods group up to Woolbeding for my final ever forest schools session. 

Mrs Alden joined us as she is currently in the middle of training up as a leader, which will help the team 

when I leave. I was surprised at the end of the session with a beautiful gratitude song that the group sang 

to me and CAKE! What a treat!  
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And today is my final Sports day - the sun is shining, gazebos are up and the track is set up ready for this 

afternoon’s races. Thank you for your support with preparing the children for the day, we do understand 

that while this is exciting for many, others find these days a little overwhelming. We work hard to make the 

day fun for all – photos and more info will follow next week.  
 

Leavers service at church Monday 18th July 

This service will be led by our Year 6 children and is an opportunity for us to say our goodbyes to all leavers 

across our school community. We welcome the parents of our Year 6 children to join us, the service starts 

at 2pm. 
 

Report slips 

Reports were out earlier in the week, I hope you have all had chance to sit and read them through with  

your children. SAT’s results for Y6 will be out NEXT Tuesday – apologies for the delay, this is a national issue 

apparently stemming from the extra bank holiday during SAT’s week – which we are somewhat baffled by 

if honest! We will share results sensitively with the children on Tuesday and of course send them home to 

parents too. Please do send your report slips back in, not only is this our proof that you have received your 

child’s report, but it is also always helpful to know your thoughts on our reporting process – thank you.  
 

**FINAL REMINDER - BC/ASC bookings open soon for the Autumn term ** 

Please remember BC/ASC booking requests will open next Monday 10th July at 12pm. Please send requests 
for the first half term in Autumn to our school bursar, Helen Bond, by email on: 
bursar@midhurstprimary.co.uk  Due to the fact we are in the middle of changing our payment platform 
and booking systems you will not be able to ‘see’ these bookings until this goes live in Sept. However 
please rest assured you will receive your usual emails confirmations from Helen and dates will be booked 
for you. No payment will be needed or expected before September. Any concerns or queries, please ask 
Helen!  
 

Update regarding the new ‘My child at school’ app  

In early June we shared with you the news of our transfer to a 

new parent messaging app – MyChildAtSchool – explaining 

that you would be receiving activation codes alongside further 

information. It has been decided that this switch will now take 

place in September, so you can relax for now!  
 

Uniform ordering deadline – 22nd July  

We have been asked by Brigade – our school uniform stockists - to share that Saturday 22nd July is the final 

day for ordering uniform to be delivered to homes before the start of term in September – more info 

below on the Brigade poster.  

 

 

 

 

  

FAB awards last week! 
Visitors to our 50th celebrations! 

mailto:bursar@midhurstprimary.co.uk
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FUN AT 
THE 
BEACH!  
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Year 4 made savoury flapjacks, with lots of chopping, 
grating and mixing before baking them. The children ate 
them at school and the majority of the class enjoyed 
them. Mylo thought they tasted like a cross between a 
cheese straw and an oat cake. 

Everyone enjoying Wind in 
the Willows!  
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Woods fun! 
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