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Friday 30th June 2023 

Date   Event /Activity  Details  

Mon 3rd July  Year 1 & 3 PE today  
School reports out 
No dance club 

Don’t forget your PE kit 
Please look out for the envelope coming home!  

Dance club is not running today 

Tues 4th July  Y6 transition day to MRC 
Reception beach trip 
Woodwind lessons 
Year 4 & 5 PE today 
Aspire football club all year 
OPEN EVENING  

9.15 - 2.15pm - please take children straight to MRC 
Packed lunch, own clothes, sun hat & sun cream 
Don’t forget your instruments 
Don’t forget your PE kit   
3.30 – 4.30  
3.30 - 4.00pm AND  5 – 7pm – more details below 

Weds 5th July  Stay and Play 
Year 1 & 2 PE today 

9.45 - 11am – Reception chn for new intake 
Don’t forget your PE kit 

Thurs 6th July Rounders tournament  
Year 3 & 6 PE today  
NO Little woods today 
Theatre group in am 
Big woods forest schools 
No dance club  

Harting – some Y5/6 children involved – info to follow 
Don’t forget your kit 
No kit needed 
Performance of Wind in the Willows 
Year 2 Group 2 
Dance club is not running today 

Fri 7th July Sports day  
Piano lessons 

1pm – more details below 
Don’t forget your music 

Mon 10th July 
BC/ASC bookings 
open midday 
today     

Y3 trip   

 

Year 1  

Dance Club  

Iping Common – packed lunch, own clothes – long  
legs please, sun hat & sunscreen and lots to drink! 
Don’t forget your PE kit  
3.30 - 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME 

Tues 11th July  Woodwind lessons 
Year 4, 5 & 6 PE today 
Aspire football club all years 

Don’t forget your instruments 
Don’t forget your PE kit   
3.30 – 4.30 **Please note this is the last one! ** 

Weds 12th July  Year 1 & 2 PE today Don’t forget your PE kit 

Thurs 13th July  Year 3 & 6 PE today  
Little woods forest schools 
Reception 
Big woods forest schools 
Dance Club  

Don’t forget your kit 
Reception Group 3 (please wear kit and bring 
uniform) 
Year 2 Group 2 
3.30 - 4.30pm - ALL WELCOME 

Fri 14th July  Whole school beach trip 
 

Letter already out – please send back slip ASAP so we 
can organise adults!  
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Last week’s update:  

Before I move onto this week I do just want to mention last Friday afternoon when we 

once again held our MPS PTA school summer fair. The sun shone down and the field was 

once again packed with children and their families, alongside friends of the school, all 

enjoying the atmosphere and stalls on offer. Many thanks to Sophia and her PTA team, 

along with the Year 6 crew who ran many stalls with school staff and governors too. 

Whilst hard work, the event always has a nice feel and the tubs of money came rolling in from each stall! 

I’m sure a final total will be announced soon, but meanwhile I do just want to say a HUGE thank you to 

everyone who came along, spent some money and supported the event!  

First thing on Monday this week the minibuses were out and 

about as our Y6 children took part in the leaver’s service held 

at Chichester Cathedral. It was lovely to see so many families 

taking part in the service and supporting the children and the 

school – thank you for joining us. I am sure you will agree the 

children performed their dramatic reading with real 

confidence and both Leila and Janes were so brave narrating 

to a packed cathedral. Our banner bearers also performed 

their duties with a true sense of occasion. I was terrified when 

asked to read the headteachers prayer, but standing up in 

front of our lovely Year 6’s and their families made it much 

easier – just like an assembly but on a slightly larger scale! I think we all savoured this incredible, probably 

one-off, experience of taking part in a service within a cathedral. It is always a proud moment for me, and I 

know the Y6 staff team feel the same. We finished the occasion off with a leisurely lunch in the sunshine 

within the cathedral grounds before returning to school.  

In the afternoon on Monday our Reception, Year 1 and 2 classes went on a 
‘rainforest journey’, when Hannah from Zoolab arrived with an array of 
rainforest creatures. We all learnt fascinating facts about some amazing 
creatures, including a giant millipede, a giant land snail, a tree frog, a corn 
snake, a cockroach and a tarantula! The children were fascinated by the 
creatures, and were very brave, holding (and even stroking!) many of them 
in their hands. Mr Aldren was less brave and just looked from a distance! 
The children had a great afternoon and learnt lots of new facts about these 
unusual creatures. See lots of pics below.  

During Monday and Tuesday our governor recruitment panel convened once again to run a second process 
to recruit a new Headteacher for Midhurst Primary to replace me in September. By all accounts the 
process was gruelling, with many interviews, leading an assembly, being grilled by school council, providing 
feedback on a lesson and other desktop tasks being asked of candidates. It was great news when the 
governors informed us they had successfully appointed Mr Mark Jefferson as Head from September. I have 
met Mr Jefferson who is a really personable chap, and I know I will feel comfortable handing over the 
school into his safe and capable hands and have every confidence in his ability to lead the school well into 
the future! Exciting times ahead!!  
By Wednesday we had also successfully recruited two new class teachers to fill the gaps in our teaching 
team with both Mr Aldren and Mrs Bowles leaving at the same time as me. See below for more 
information explaining where teachers will be next academic year. We are yet to finalise our wonderful 
teaching assistants but hope to have this sorted early next week and will of course keep you posted.  
Beth and various helpers from the church arrived early doors on Wednesday to set up for the prayer day 
events which took place over two days. She carefully set up activities linked to our school values for all 
classes to enjoy, these included mindful activities, thinking about friendships, sharing kind thoughts, 
celebrating our uniqueness and asking God BIG questions. The children enjoyed having an opportunity to 
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be calm, thoughtful and reflective – see photos below. BIG thanks to Beth and her team, 
as well as the Year 6 children that helped our littler people access all the activities too.  
Despite the bit of rain, Thursday saw Forest school sessions running for both Reception 
and Year 2 as normal. The snails were out in force in Little woods and the children had 
great fun collecting and counting them! 
AND today is our 50th Celebrations! Don’t forget to join us after school, especially if you 
are an ex-pupil of MPS – there is plenty of memorabilia in the hall to share and make 
you giggle! Those of us that have been around a while have decided we have defintiely 
improved with age!! ☺  
 

Staffing for 2023-24  
I am delighted to share the teaching team for the next academic year with you all. There 
is some change, possibly inevitable with me leaving, and some re-jigging of current staff.   
 
See below for the teaching teams as of September     
 

Reception: Miss Channon  
Year 1: Miss Hurrion  
Year 2: Mrs Alden  
Year 3: Mrs Apperley (new member of staff) and Mrs Moorcroft  
Year 4: Mrs Griffiths  
Year 5: Mr Ind  
Year 6: Mr Jones (new member of staff) 
  

Mrs Hatch will continue to support all teams by covering teachers when needed. Mrs Chance continues her 
role as our school SENDCo. Madame Byers will lead French lessons for children across the school.  
  

We continue to have an exceptionally strong staff team at every level and your children will be in very safe 
hands!  
 

Reports and open evening  
You will see on the diary dates that children’s school reports will be coming out on Monday.  
On the Tuesday we open our doors for a drop in Open Evening – no appointments necessary. All teachers 
(old and new) will be in their class bases from 3.30 - 4pm and again between 5 & 7pm for parents and 
children to pop in to see their teacher from this year, as well as say hello to their teacher(s) for next 
academic year. All new members of staff will be coming along – including Mr Jefferson, Mrs Apperley and 
Mr Jones. Please do come and see us!   
 

Y6 Transition Day Tuesday 4 July 9.15am to 2.15pm 

On this day the majority of our Year 6 children will be spending the day up at MRC – the main transition 

day to support them as they move on up to secondary school. Please DO NOT send your children to MPS, 

we are not responsible for taking our Year 6’s to MRC on this day.   
 

SPORTS Gold Award for the SECOND YEAR RUNNING!  

Last week Mrs Alden sent off out school application for our School Games Mark. 

This is a government led awards scheme, now in its’ 11th year that rewards 

schools for their commitment to the development of sport and competition 

across their school and into the community. The application process allows us to 

evaluate our PE provision and helps improve it on into the future.  Mrs Alden 

was DOUBLY proud this year to share that after following the criteria and 

completing the application MPS has once again been awarded the School Games GOLD award – which is 

just AMAZING!! Huge thanks to Mrs Alden as PE lead, Mr Ind and all our other teachers, staff and Aspire 
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coaches who encourage and support our children to keep physically active and healthy. It’s a team effort 

that has been recognised and rewarded AGAIN! YAY!  
 

Sports day NEXT Friday 7th July!  

Sports day returns this year in all its usual splendour. Parents will be welcomed on to the field to watch 
their children race – school gates will be open from 1pm.   
Sports day reminders – for those who may never have experienced it!   
• Children need to wear their PE kit on the day. They may participate in trainers if they wish as we 
understand plimsolls are sometimes tricky to run in, especially for the older children.  
• Coloured PE t-shirts are possibly available from the school office (we have some stock – 1st come 1st 
served) – those without coloured t- shirts will be given bands to wear to show their team colour.   
• Please feel free to encourage your children to wear accessories that match their team colour. Matching 
socks, hairbands, hats etc…are all welcomed on the day!   
• Sun cream needs to be applied in the morning or given to the children to put on themselves. Hats are 
recommended!  
• An extra drink of water (named) for the day is advisable – we will have top ups available on the field, but 
it helps if the children have a bottle to fill.  
Assuming that the weather WILL be glorious, we would appreciate anyone with a gazebo to help us out by 
bringing it down to school on the Friday morning and putting it up for us, to give the children the option of 
some shade. If this is possible, please let the office know.  
We do try and run this event as planned if at all possible, as trying to squeeze a re-run on another day is 
almost impossible in this incredibly busy term. BUT we also monitor the weather forecast and will not hold 
the event in any extremely hot conditions or rain; however, any final decision will not usually be made 
until the day itself. We appreciate this is frustrating for people who have taken time off and made special 
arrangements, but we have to consider the safety of the children first and foremost. We will of course 
keep you updated of any information as quickly as we can.   
 

**BC/ASC bookings open soon for the Autumn term ** 

Please note that BC/ASC booking requests will open on Monday 10th July at 12pm. Please send requests 
for the first half term in Autumn to our school bursar, Helen Bond, by email on: 
bursar@midhurstprimary.co.uk  Due to the fact we are in the middle of changing our payment platform 
and booking systems you will not be able to ‘see’ these bookings until this goes live in Sept. However 
please rest assured you will receive your usual emails confirmations from Helen and dates will be booked 
for you. No payment will be needed or expected before 
September. Any concerns or queries, please ask Helen!  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Last week’s FAB awards – 
well done everyone!  

Year 2 woods in the sunshine!  
 

mailto:bursar@midhurstprimary.co.uk
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Year 6 Leaver’s 
service at the 
cathedral 
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  ZOOLAB!  
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Year 6 ART/DT project – 
upcycling unwanted 
garments with tie dye!   
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Prayer day activities – thanks to Beth and 
the church team for all their hard work!  
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Fun at Little woods on Thursday! 
The children found lots of snails 
enjoying the rain! And it was first 
harvest of cucumbers was ready 
too! 
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