School Council Meeting for KS2 – 10th March 2011
Anti bullying Policy

Mr Barnes thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.

He explained that the purpose of the meeting is to achieve a clear understanding of what children, school, parents and governers regard bullying to be.  This will lead to the creation of our school’s policy.  When complete it will be approved by the governing body and will become the ‘law’ in our school.
There is also a charter that Fons as chair person for the school council will sign.  This is to show we are committed to doing everything we can to deal with bullying.

Mr Barnes split the children into 3 groups.  He asked the groups to have a talk and come up with a sentence that explains what bullying is at MPS.  They were given 5 mins to do this.

After 5 minutes Mr Barnes asked each group to read out their sentence.

Group 1 – Being mean regularly and doing something that people don’t like regularly like physical and verbal bullying.

Group 2 – Bullying is when someone is saying rude words about you and it carries on.  It can also be physical touching like punching, kicking and other mean things.

Group 3 – Same group or person continuously picking and being rude to the same person.

Mr Barnes thanked everyone for their ideas and then shared with them a statement from the DCFS website as to what bullying is:

Behaviour by an individual or group usually repeated over time, that intentionally hurts another individual or group, either physically or emotionally.

This led to a discussion about what bullying looks like.  If someone doesn’t know you don’t like something is this bullying?  Mr Barnes explained that parents are very protective of their children so children need to be very clear about what is happening to them.
The children returned back into their groups and Mr Barnes gave them 2 mins to write down where bullying might happen.

Group 3 – skate park, playground, computer, clubs, classroom, shops, pub, street, holiday.

Group 2 – playground, computer, walking home, in class when teachers not around, outside shops, private spaces, car park, park, bar, pub.
Group 1 – internet, playground, in the street, swimming pool, park.

Mr Barnes asked the children what one word would describe all the places the groups had come up with.  It was decided that the word was ‘ANYWHERE’.
Mr Barnes asked the children to go back into their groups to discuss and come up with suggestions as to what each group i.e. children, school, parents and governors should do about bullying.  

The children came up with the following:

Children

· Tell an adult or friend you trust

· Help people that are being bullied

· Don’t retaliate 

School

· Should sort the bullying out.  If it doesn’t stop tell both parents

· The teachers and TA’s should try and sort it out

· Sort it out and keep an eye on them, give them a punishment if they keep doing it

Parents

· Reassure their child then if it still happens contact a helpline

· Look after you at this time and tell a teacher or the adult who is there when the bullying happens.

· If they see children being bullied outside of school tell there parents to sort there child out.

Governors

· Make sure everybody follows the anti-bullying policy

· Listen, look after the kids and raise awareness

· Help out – challenge the school

After a discussion about their suggestions it was also agreed that:

· Bullying needs to be dealt with sensitively

· Need to hear both sides of the story

· Dealt with fairly
· Needs to be monitored

· Parents should speak to the school first (either class teacher or head teacher)

· Let school sort out bullying

Mr Barnes told the children that the school will always take reports of bullying seriously.

Mr Barnes then asked the children what can children do to make this school a nice place.  They decided after discussion that they could:

1. Think about others more to make it a nicer place

2. Positive behaviour

3. Being nice to each other.

Mr Barnes asked the children to go back to their class council and share the definition of ‘what bullying is’.  To tell the children that there will be a competition to design a poster that will tell children what to do if they are either being bullied or see bullying.  The 3 best posters from each class will be displayed around the school.  These need to be done by the Easter holidays.  Mr Barnes will write to parents telling of the points discussed at this meeting and also showing them the charter.

ACTION – all children to discuss with class council the definition of ‘what is bullying’ and inform all the children about the poster competition.  

ACTION – Year 6 to co-ordinate the collection of definitions of ‘what is bullying’ and the poster competition.

Fons then signed the school charter.

Mr Barnes asked everyone to report back any issues that may arise in their discussions with class council.

